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For this pied-a-terre in an 1800s building, the design brief was
counterintuitive yet classic: out with the new, in with the old.
STORY Fudy Pascoe | STYLING Fase Sullivan | PHOTOGRAPHY Eszter+David
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THIS IS
THE LIFE

With the apartment just
steps from the beach

and all the attractions of
Manly village life, itis no
surprise that the owner,
Linda, has a constant
stream of guests. “lt offers
a completely different
pace from her Byron Bay
property —more compact
and more social,” says
designer Jase. “It lends
itself to relaxed
entertaining with drinks
and conversation ﬂowing.
It also works beautifully
asa quiet retreat.”

HOUSES H&G

KITCHEN Joinery with a Shaker profile designed by Jase Sullivan, made by Van Go, and painted Porter’s Paints French Green. Benchtop in
‘Monreale’ marble, CDK Stone. Splashback in Moroccan zellige tiles, Tiles by Kate. Tapware, Restoration Online. Artwork from Linda’s
collection, sourced in France. Antique chopping boards and stool, Watertiger. Vintage urn and artwork, sourced in France. Vessels and

accessories, The Merchants Warehouse. Smeg oven, Winnings. Original floorboards were sanded and finished with a light wax.
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~“It'was never about making it new, it

o be invited to refresh a property that is

already full of character is a gift, and one

that was presented to designer Jase Sullivan

when he reimagined his sister Linda’s

bolthole in Sydney’s Northern Beaches.

Dating back to the late 1800s, the

apartment building had seen many different incarnations,

starting out as a grand private residence before being carved

up into apartments and places for business. “Rumour has

it that there was a bordello underneath Linda’s apartment

and a dental surgery above - quite the contrast in services,”
quips Jase. “If only the walls could talk!”

The apartment complex immediately appealed to Linda

when she was looking for a Sydney base. Set in lush

gardens and with an on-site pool, it is a stone’s throw from

Before tackling the renovation, Linda lived there for
several months, which Jase says was invaluable, “allowing
us to design from experience rather than assumption, which
always leads to better decisions”.

The siblings were immediately aligned on the direction
of the refresh. “Anything that felt like a recent update
needed to go. The intention was to strip everything back
and reintroduce a more traditional language that felt
authentic rather than imposed.”

The apartment is compact - Linda spends most of her
time at her Byron Bay house - and the second bedroom was
designed as a bunk room to accommodate visiting
grandchildren or friends. “For a small apartment, it’s very
social,” says Jase who enjoyed the discipline of working on
a smaller space in contrast to the larger homes he usually
designs in Los Angeles, Sydney and Byron Bay.

. was .about making i‘t feel I‘ight again.” the beach and blessed with old-school features that lend

pae so much charm. Jase remarks that it feels “more Notting Building on the property’s sense of tradition, Jase
f/ el v ol ’ o ~ LINDA, OWNER Hill than Northern Beaches!” introduced Shaker-style cabinetry throughout the »
4 L B - “
" <
\ AUSTRALIAN HOUSE & GARDEN | 109
/ 8
) *




Murobond Miami Sands

(walls)

Porter’s Paints French Green
(kitchen joinery, bedroom)

Murobond Sasanqua
(bunk room)

afchltecturabﬂfread _This wawd,mblned with shiplap
nellmg inthe hall)Na;Land“B\nk room and on the ceiling.
“The goaliwas’ for/it to feel as thgugh it had existed there
jor diades " he'says. Antique hlght switches and power
points'are “small detailSbut they add authenticity”.
| Theapartment had been painted white and felt quite cold,
so the designer warmed it up with a creamy, enveloping
shade: Murbbond Miami Sands. “The colour palette sits
somewhere between creamy, brown, green and the occasional
unexpected n: ple,” he says.
backdrop, Jase leant into a mix of
different eras. “Antiques, Mid-century and
_ poke pieces were layered together with just enough
tension to keep things interesting.” He remembers growing

BUNK ROOM Above Built-in bed designed by Jase Sullivan and painted Murobond Sasanqua. Bed linen, In the Sac. Bolster, Cultiver.
Wall light, Etsy. Accessories from Watertiger. Stepladder, The Merchants Warehouse. Artworks from Linda’s collection, sourced in France.
MAIN BEDROOM Opposite ‘Arco’ bedcover in Truffle/Caramel, In the Sac. Vintage Bentwood table and chairs, The Vault Sydney.
Red glass bowl, a flea market find. Antique chest painted Murobond Wombat inherited from Jase and Linda’s mother. Rug, Cadrys.
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up with the €onic
in a floral San

absolutely hated”.
coming full circle, Jase
selected an Italian garden prm’c‘ﬁ)" -Tgnda-s‘ new sofa and
paired it with brown ticking curtains. “We love.it,” he
exclaims, “though her grandchildren may feel differently*

Linda had also inherited a couple of family heirlooms
that have found a place in the apartment - a glass-fronted
cabinet that serves as a bar in the livingroom and a cabinet
in the main bedroom that has been given a contemporary
update with a coat of Murobond Wombat. “These pieces
bring a level of sentiment that you can’t really design.”

To soften all the traditional elements Jase opted for
a more relaxed layer, including a silk pendant light
from Tigmi for the living room that casts a beautiful, »
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diffused glow. “A chandelier would have felt a little too
earnest, but this still feels considered,” he says.

In front of the fireplace, with its original, brown-tiled
hearth, Jase has laid a contemporary Tuareg rug. And all
the heritage elements, from the ceiling roses and cornices
to the picture rails and architraves, have been painted out
in one colour to feel more resolved, less decorative and
make the rooms appear larger. The original timber floors
were sanded and finished with wax for a soft, matte look.

Of course, being an old property, nothing was level - not
walls, floors or ceilings. A large part of the project was
correcting the structure before the design could take shape
and the exposed electrical wiring had to be chased into the
walls. Jase was able to turn some obstacles into positives,
such as in the second bedroom where he concealed exposed
pipes on the wall with shelving and built-in beds. “Constraints
tend to force better solutions,” he says.

Jase describes the apartment as “traditional with a slightly
irreverent edge. It’s layered with pieces from different eras
and just enough personality to stop it from feeling too
polite.” And Linda is revelling in her new pad. “It still feels
like a piece of history, just one that’s been gently brought
back to life. Jase understood it was never about making it
new, it was about making it feel right again,” she says. »

Fase Sullivan: jasesullivan.com.
Moore Building Solutions: @moorebuildingsolutions.

TERRACE Antique
folding table and
chairs, The Design Ark.
Tablecloth, stylist’s
own. Glassware, The
Merchants Warehouse.

HOUSES H&G
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THE SOURCE

Combine warm pieces with character for a lived-in look.

1‘Compton’ urn in Safari, $130, Provincial Home Living. 21940s Barovier & Toso Murano and brass chandelier, $5900, Cleo Collects. 3 Afghan
Kandahar rug (442x311ecm), $36,225, Cadrys. 41970s cocoon pendant by Achille Castiglioni, $2750, Cleo Collects. 5 ‘Le Jardin’ lumbar cushion
cover, $280, East Wing Studio. 6 ‘Cockle’ raw onyx bowl, $845, Coco Republic. 7 Still Life with Silver Sphere, Mirror, Thinker Figurine and Level artwork
by Angela Chauvin, $1900, Michael Reid Northern Beaches. 8 ‘Elysian’ three-way pullout filter tap in Antique Aurum, $899.90, ABI Interiors.
9 Campiello Designs ‘Ouadda’ dining table, $2299, Freedom. 10 Wrought-iron curule stool, $1600, The Vault Sydney. H&G

Produced by Sophie Wilson.
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